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Advertiſement by the Editor, 


T may be juſtly ſaid, that the Author of 


this Letter, has given a fair and candid 
Reply to the Dean of Gloceſter's Apology ; 
and that many intereſting particulars, to the 
cauſe of the Petitioning Clergy, are here con- 
ſidered, which has eſcaped the notice of other 
writers on the ſubje&: however, I have not 
ſeen any that has given fo full, direct, and 


particular an Anſwer to what Dean Tucker 


has advanced in his Apology, for which rea- 
ſon, (I preſume) that the publication of this 
Letter will not be thought (by any of the 
friends of Chriſtian liberty and rational reli- 
gion) as ſuperfluous, or unneceſſary ; on the 
contrary, I am- inclined to think, that all the 
Petitioning Clergy, and all rational Diſſenting 
Miniſters, and all others that are deſirous of 
ſeeing the yoke of ſubſcriptions removed from 
all Chriſtian countries, will read this Letter 


with pleaſure and advantage, and will re- 


Joice to ſee ſuch a maſterly pen take to pieces 
the props of the great Apologiſt. Let the 
reader conſider that Chriſt is king in his own 

kingdom, that he is ſole law-giver to his 
ſubjeQs, and ſole judge in matters relating to 


ſalvation, 
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His laws and ſanctions are plainly fixed, 
and relate to the favour of God, and not at 
all to the rewards, or penalties, of this world. 
All his ſubjects are equally his ſubjects; and, 
-as ſuch, equally without authority to alter, 
to add to, or to interpret, his laws, ſo as to 
claim the abſolute fubmiffion of others to 
ſuch interpretation; and all are his ſubjects, 
and in his kingdom, who are ruled and go- 
verned by him. 


| Their. faith was once delivered by him. 
The conditions of their happineſs were once 
laid down by him. The nature of God's 
worſhip was once declared by him. And it 
is eaſy to judge whether of the two is moſt 
becoming a ſubject of the kingdom of Chriſt 
that is a member of his church, & to ſeek al 
theſe particulars in thoſe plain and ſhort de- 
clarations of their king and law-giver him- 
ſelf; or to hunt after them, through the in- 
fnite contradictions, the numberleſs perplexi- 
ties, the endleſs, diſputes, of weak men. in 
ſeveral ages, till the enquirer himſelf is loſt 
in the labyrinth, and perkings fits d in 
deſpair, or infidelity *,” - _ | 


+ See the Biſhop of Winchefter's Sera on the . 
ture and kingdom of Chriſt, | 5 
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REVEREND SIR, 
As a Letter you have directed to one of the 
Petitioners to Parliament for aboliſhing Sub- 
ſcription to the Thirty-nine Articles, &c. has been 
eſteemed the beſt performance that has yet ap- 
peared upon the ſubject, I take the liberty of 
giving it an impartial examination, with the 
reedom of an Engliſhman} Proteſtant, and 
. a 
Tou ſer out with two Poſtulata, which may be 
admitted under proper reſtrictions and limitations. 
The firſt is, “ that all ſocieties muſt have ſome 
common center of union, and be governed by 
ſome rule either expreſſed or traditionary.” And 
the ſecond is, that thoſe perſons, who propoſe 
themſelves to be candidates for offices and honour- 
able diſtinctions in the ſame, ate to be ſuppoſed 
to approve of this rule in the main, and this 
center of union, whatever it may happen to be.” 


From theſe Poſtulata you deduce a religious 


abliſhment, to which 1 can make no material 
objeEtion,. as you expreſsly contend “ for a tole- 
ration, and even protection of all ſects, or parties 
in 7 which may happen to exiſt within the 
boundaries of the ſtate, ſo far as a regard to good 
* and the ſafety of the ſtate can poſſibly 

mit,“ F We. 
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But when you proceed ſtill farther in your de- 
ductions, and infer the abſolute neceſſity of Creeds 
Articles, and Subſcriptions, under ſome ſhape or 

her, you muſt be reminded of your own Pots 

5 ke thy ſociety you refer to, viz. Chriſtian, 

is provided with a written rule for the due regu- 
lation and government of the members of which 
it conſiſts. As you are ſenſible, that ſolid ob- 
jections may be made tg the buſihelsiof Creed- 
making, and Subſcription to human decrees, 
which * too long prevailed, tothe ſhame and 
reproach of the Chriſtian name, you take it for 
granted, that the Petitioner, to 'whotn you direct 
your Letter, does not mean tb object to All Creeds, 
or to all ſyſtems of cotifefion, but only to ſome 
particular ones. From whence you take occaſion 
in a triumphant manner to attack che Petitioner in 
a tender point, as you imagine. Well chen, if 
this be the caſe, tell us plainly, and without equi- 
vocation, what ate thoſe principles to which you 
have no objection. Sum them up, and reduce 
them into order; ſo that at laſt we may have ſuch 
a Creed, or ſuch a ſyſtem of faith 'and dôctrines, 
conceived in poſitive, not in negative terms, as 
you "yourſelf do avow, and will defend. Will 
you, for example, be explicit on the fundamental 
principles of natural religion, and on the diſtin- 
guiſhing articles of revelation? or will you ſtill 
entrench yourſelf under the cover of general aſſer- 
tions, without explaining of particularizing any 
thing? If this latter be your aim, it will amount 
to the ſame thing, in the judgment of all diſcern- 
ns perſons, as if you had no principles at all, or 
elſe, that they were of ſuch a ſort, as you did 
not wiſh to have diſcovered, even in this land of 


liberty,” (p. 15.) 1 


Anſw, I readily accept your challenge, and 
hope to give a ſatisfactory anfwer to your de- 
mands by the principles of Chriſtianity, and even 
of this Proteſtant church. Tou muſt certainly 
allow as a Chriſtian and Proteſtant, that the Scrip- 
tures are fully ſufficient for the uſeful pu ſe ot 
faith and practice, without the aſſiſtance of foreign 
terms, and human forms of ſpeech. This is 
ſtrongly maintained in words by ſeveral eminent 
— of that great ſociety, for which you 
. ſeem concerned, and by the whole ſociety itlelf, 

in ſome of her ſolemn decrees. If. therefore 
Creeds, Articles, and Subſcription,” muſt be ad- 
. mitred in ſome ſhape or other in a religious 
ſociety, we have 4 written rule of the higheſt 
authority, that of God himſelf, wherein every 
eſſential point relating to Creeds and Articles, is 
clearly and fully aſcertained : and conſequently, 
there can be no uſe for Creeds of human inven- 
tion; or rather, they may be ſaid to be of a 
miſchievous nature, as they have laid the foun- 
dation of uncharirable contentions, perſecution, 
and every evil work, in ſeveral ages of the church, 
Beſides, a church which is N upon an 
expreſs regard to Scripture only, and had no 
right to exiſt but upon the glorious liberty of 
an adherence to that ſacred rule in oppoſition to 
human authofity, ſo far departs from her own 
principles, and common center of union, when 
ſhe impoſes upon her members Creeds or Articles, 
not obviouſly warranted by Scripture; and con- 
ſequently, all ſuch deciſions are null and void by 
her own determination, and ſhould be treated 
accordingly. | 

But if this be deemed too general, as it does 
not 2 determine what that Creed, or ſyſtem 
of faith and doctrine is, which a Petitioner will 

| B 2 | avow, 


3 1945 


avow, and defend; I'll venture to preſent you 
yith a true genuine Scriptpre Creed, which is of 
infinitely more value than all the Creeds and Ar- 
ticles of human invention, with which the 
Chriſtian world has been plagued for aboye four- 
teen hundred years, I would juſt premiſe my 
agreement with you, that tbe faith once delivered 
to the ſaints, to which St. Jude refers, does not 
ſignify the Goſpel at large, or all the books of 
the New Teſtament, but tome confeſſion of faith, 
whereby converts were diſtinguiſhed from Jews 
and Heathens. Let the Four Goſpels and the 


Acts of the Apoſtles be examined but with a 


moderate degree of attention, and it will appear 
extremely plain, that the grand point laboured by 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, was to convince the Jews, 
that Jeſus was the Meſſiah foretold by the Pro- 

hets, or in other words, the Son of the living 

od. Upon this belief our Saviour ſaid he would 
build his church (Matth. xvi. 16—18. John vi. 
69.) As the Jews already believed in one only 
true God, the maker of heaven and earth, they 
made it their chief buſineſs to perſuade them, 
that Jeſus was the Meſſiah, or Son of God. Thoſe 
who received this propoſition with aſſent, were 
deemed believers in oppoſition to thoſe who 
rejected it, who were called unbelievers. But 
when St. Paul preached to Heathens, who were 
not acquainted with the Old Teſtament, he began 
with proving to them the exiſtence of one true 
God from the works of creation and Providence, 
which they might ſee before their eyes: he like- 
wiſe pointed out to them the folly and vanity of 
idol worſhip, inſtead of worſhipping that omni- 
3 Being, in whom, or through whom, we 
ve, move, and have our being. Then he informed 


; them, that this . God had /ent an extraor- 


dinary 


N 
dinary Perſon into the world for the glorious 
urpoſe of reforming the idolatry and wicked» 
neſs of mankind; and that he had appointed a 
day, in which this Perſon was to judge the world 
in righteouſneſs ;, and that all might be abundantly 
aſſured of this grand affair, becauſe God had raiſed 
him from the dead. So that the belief of one 
only true God, and one Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, 
was the faith required of the firſt converts to 
Chriſtianity, Lex it be carefully obſerved, that 
in this faith is included the belief of Chriſt's . 
miracles, death, burial, reſurrection, aſcenſion, 
the miſſion. of the Holy Ghoſt, and his coming 
again at the end of the world to judge the quick 
and dead, at which ſolemn time all the ſons of 
Adam ſhall be rewarded, or puniſhed, according 
to their works, Here therefore we have a center 
of union with regard to faith, fixed by thoſe holy 
perſons, who derived their commiſſion from Al- 
mighty God. The facred writers of the New 
Teſtament comprehend the whole ſcheme of 
Chriſtian belief abſolurely neceſſary to ſalvation 
in one ſingle article, viz. that Jeſus 1s the Chriſt, 
or Son of God, including an it the foregoing plain 
Articles, ſo exprelsly ſer forth in other un- 
doubted paſſages, It may not be improper to 
mention two paſſages in St. John's firlt epiſtle, 
which undeniably confirm the point here con- 
tended for; whoſoever ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and be in God, 
ch. iv. 13. Again, Whoſcever believeth that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, is born of God, ch. v. 1. Whoſoever 
therefore cordially aſſents to this fundamental 
truth, ſincerely endeavours to underſtand the 
Scriptures, and above all demonſtrates his belief 
of them by a pious and virtuous life, is a real 
Chriſtian, | and entitled to the friendſhip and 
S's communion 


i 6+} 
communion-of Chriſtians. I would juſt add St. 
Paul's Creed, when he profeſſedly delivers the 
Chriſtian faith: There is one Spirit, ont Lord, one 
Baptiſm, one God, and Father of all, (Ephel. iv. 


„ 6.) ; 
1 Upon the whole, the buſineſs of Creed-making 
is gw impertinent, as the Scriptures furniſh us 
with forms of this kind fully ſufficient for the 
grand purpoſe of ſalvation; and to imagine that 
this cannot be ſecured without the help of new 
and yaſcriptural terms, framed by fallible and 
contentious mortals, is to caſt a vile reproach 
upon thoſe holy perſons, who penned the Scrip- 
tures for the general benefit of the church in all 
ages, and likewiſe upon the Holy Spirit, by 
whoſe aſſiſtance they were indited, | 
When you are ſhewing the neceſſity of a Creed 
even upon the footing of natural religion, tis 
ſurprizing to me that you ſhould talk of a teſt 
that-would not exclude an Atheiſt, which implies 
that ſome teſts would exclude him. (p. 16.) Surely 
an Atheiſt may, conſiſtently with his principles, put 
on any diſguiſes for the ſake of his worldly in- 
tereſt, which is his all: what are oaths, ſubſcrip- 
tions, and ſolemn declarations of any kind to a 
perſon, who looks upon all religion as a cheat, 
and is concerned for nothing but to make the beſt 


of his way through human life, without regard to 


any other principle but that of intereſt and ſelf- 
gratification? It is a matter of fact atteſted by 
many credible perſons, that there are, and have 
been, Atheiſts in the church of Rome poſſeſſed 
of ſome of their large preferments, ' And what 
ſhould hinder an Atheiſt from acting any part, 
even that of a perſecuting bigot, if his worldly 
intereſt was promoted by it? and therefore your 
obſervation relating to an Atheiſt's Fenn, 
. : * an 


. 
and ſubſcribing to, doctrines required for a publie 
teacher, is rally of no account. 

I would beg leave to aſk, what point you gain 
by endeavouring to prove, that even the pro- 
feſſion of natural religion only requires ſome Creed, 
or Confeſſion of Faith, either openly declared, or 
tacitly implied? (p. 20.) If a religious ſociety of 
this kind was formed, the wa idea of natural 
religion neceſſarily implies the belief of one ſu- 
preme ſelf exiſting Deity, a Providence preſidi 
over human affairs, the difference between | 
and evil, and a future ſtate of retribution. © The 
firft article is a ſufficient ſecurity againſt the Ma- 
nichæan notion of two independent ſelf-exiſtent - 
Beings, the one the author of all good, and the 
other of all evil; it being abſolutely impoſſible, 
and indeed an . contradiction to the prin- 
ciples of reaſon, two ſuch Beings ſhould-exiſt 
at all. Let it be granted, that natural religion 
neceſſarily implies ſome 'Creed, or Confeſſion of 
Faith; how does this prove the main point you 
aim at, viz. the expedience and lawfulneſs of 
impoſing unſcriptural Creeds upon the conſciences 
of Chriſtian profeſſors, when the ſacred writers 
themſelves have abundantly furniſhed all Chriſtian 
ſocieties with Creeds of divine authority? You 
obſerve, that reaſon and revelation cry aloud, that 
we ' muſh | contend earneſtly for the faith of natural 
and revealed religion. Nay more, the commands of 
Scripture plainly refer to ſome certain compendium of 
the Goſpel, that is, to fome particular Creed or Con- 
feſſion f 'Faith whatever it was, which was once 
delivered to the ſaints. Surely, Sir, by the Goſpel 
faith you cannot poſſibly mean the decrees of 
men, formed ſeveral hundred years after the days 
of the apoſtles ; Creeds and Articles drawn up in 
unſeriptural terms, apparently with party views, 


Teſtament. 


(c 8. 9 


in otder to diſtreſs their adverſaries: as w 


cannot mean any thing ſo abſurd, your obſer- 
vation / is nothing to the purpoſe, as I have already 
pointed out- a plain Scripture Creed, to which 
St. Jude refers, and which is undeniably eſta- 
bliſhed by all the ſacred writers of the New 
In order to leſſen the weight of what has been 
obſerved of Creeds, eſpecially modern ones, that 
they are compoſed by fallible men; whereas the 
Scriptures are the words of the infallible God; 
you tell) us, that the Scriptures themſelves have 
been tranſmitted down to us by fallible coppiſts, 
tranſlators, and printers. You. muſt, know that 


this objection, which is borrowed. from unbe- 


lievers, has been frequently and ſolidly anſwered 
by learned men. Notwithſtanding the many 
various readings occaſioned by miſtakes of tran- 
ſcribers-and, tranſlators, which is a caſe not peculiar 
to the Scriptures, but common to all ancient 
books, not one eſſential point of faith or prac- 
tice is affected by the, miſtakes of tranſcribers and 
tranſlators. On the other hand, the multitude of 
copies, the tranſlations of the Bible into ſo many 
different languages, apd the citations made from 
them by ſo. many different writers, ſtrongly con- 
firm the divine authority of the original Hebrew 
and Greek Scriptures, as they all agree in the 
main and eſſential points; ſo that if, we take the 
worſt copy now exiſting in the whole Chriſtian 
world, we may find all that is neceſſary for us to 
know, believe and practiſe; and not only ſo, but 
even the leſs uſeful parts appèar in the fame uni- 
form tenor with all other copies. The poſſibility 


of miſtakes is mere imagination, when no evidence 


is produced, and even that poſſibllicy ſearce exiſts, 
if we conlider ſuch a vaſt number of copies, 
' tranſlations, 


CC 
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| tranGations, and citations, all agreeing as to the 


main and eſſential points, contained in the Greek 
and Hebrew Scriptures; and conſequently, the 
objection you have formed from the mere poſſi- 
bilicy of miſtakes, falls to the ground; it has no 
tendency to drive us either to univerſal ſcepticiſm, 


or ati. infallible pope: But are Creeds drawn up 


by fallible and contentious mortals in the midit 


of party-heats and violent ariimofuies; to be put 


upon the {ame footing with the Scriptures. being 
tranſmitted down to us by fallible copyiſts and 
tranſlators ? Theſe two caſes are widely different : 
ſuch Creeds, as being unſcriptural, may contain 
groſs and fundamental errors, and prove the 
occaſion of Foppin the progreſs of Chriſti- 
anity among Jews, 3 and Heathens. 
Again, 1 by the hiſtory of the church, that 
when the authority of man was once admitted to 
decide upon matters of religion, it never reſted 
till it ended in an infallible 


With reſpect to your queſtion, 1s the Creed, to 


which: eu object, becauſe compoſed by fallible men, 


true or falſe ? If ut be true, it contains a Scripture- 


meaning, though the expreſſions be. not found in Strip- 
ture: if you. can prove it falſe, the controverſy is 
ended, a falſe Creed is not to be defended : 1 aniwer, 
that a Creed drawn up by men in unſeriptural 
terms, is of no weight or authority, whether true 
or falſe; the faith once delivered to the ſaints 
fully and plainly in Holy: Scripture, being ſut- 
Hcient for all the uſeful purpoſes of belief, without 
the aſſiſtance of human inventions. Upon ſup- 
7 . that an unſcriptural Creed be true, tis at 
leaſt uſeleſs to impoſe it upon Chriſtians, as they 
are already provided with a true genuine Scripture 
Creed, the anly' infallible authority. in religious 
matters. Again, you 8 chat a Creed may be 
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expreſſed in Scriptũre language, and yet the words 
' and phraſes, of which it conſiſts, may be perverted 
from the genuine Scripture meaning; 1s the Creed 
a whit the better, or more ſcriptural upon this 
account *= And is not a mere human creed ca- 
pas of being perverted from its original mean- 
ng? As they are both upon the ſame footing in 
this reſpect, our expreſs duty is to adhere to the 
method which God hath preſcribed for the ſecurity 
of the Chriſtian faith, and truſt him with con- 
ſequences arifing from the weakneſs and corruption 
of human nature, without pretending to be wiſe 
above what is written, and employ imaginary 
guards and fences, which, inftead of anſwering 
the purpoſe for which they were deſigned, have 
done infinite miſchief in the Chriftian world, as 
- undeniably appears by the experience of above 
fourteen hundred years. Beſides, the true genuine 
Scripture meaning, from which a Scripture Creed 
18 uppoted to be perverted by many writers, is 

generally ſome fayourite notion of a party, ſome 
ſpecial ſenſe fixed upon the general words of 
. Scripture, without ſufficient grounds. The well 
known obſervation of the glorious Chillingworth 
is adapted to this point: This preſumptuous 
impoſing of the ſenſes of men upon the words 
of God; the * ſenſes of men upon the 
general words of God; ones Hr them updn 
men's conſciences together, under the equal pe- 
nalty of death and damnation; this vain conceit, 
that we can ſpeak of the things of God better 
than in the words of God ; this deifying our own 
interpretations, and tyrannous enforcing them 
upon others; this reſtraining the word of God 
from that latitude and generality, and the ynder- 
ſtandings of men from that liberty wherein" Chriſt 
and his apoſtles left them, is and hath been — 
3 4 on 


8 
only fountain of all the ſchiſms of · the church, 
and that which tears into pieces, not the coat, 
but the bowels and members of Chriſt, to the 
reat ſatisfaction of Jews and infidels.” (ch. iv. 16.) 
Zut admitting that a Scripture Creed be really 
perverted from its genuine ſenſe, this perverſion 
may. be. ſufficiently guarded againſt by other 
paſſages in Scripture, all important points being 
requently inculcated in the ſacred writings. The 
moſt approved method of arriving at the true 
ſenſe 4 Scripture, is to compare different paſſages 
together that relate to the ſame ſubject; and 
conſequently there can be no occaſion for the 
impoſition of unſcriptural Creeds upon the con- 
ſciences of men, under the vain pretence of 
guarding the faith, which has been effectually 
uarded by the ſacred writers, aſſiſted by the 
Piri of God. | | 
You do not preſume to call in queſtion the 
* 7 of private judgment; but in order to take 
off from the exerciſe of it, you lay a great ſtreſs 
upon the judgment of the majority, who doubt- 
leſs have as good a right to judge for themſelves 
as the minority, it being the common privile 
of all mankind, Admitting that a ſociety conkii- 
ing of five thouſand have exerciſed their judgment, 
in ſuch a manner as to form a voluntary aſſo- 
ciation upon a plan of church government, and 
Articles of Belief univerſally approved of, it 
certainly follows, that they have a right to em- 
ploy part of their property for the ſupport of 
their officiating miniſters, or any other uſeful 
Purpoſes. ., And provided they are content to 
purſue their own meaſures without interruptin 
the religious rights of- others, who do not chooſe 
fall in with their plan, and ſo form leffer 
; I py different plans, 1 ſee nothing to 
oy . C 2 8 j4 object 
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ſociety and the ſmaller ones enjoy their reſpective 
rights of judging for themſelves, and practiſin 
in conſequence of this judgment, without mo- 
leſtation, or any civil 22 I farther allow, 
that thoſe perſons who do not ſincerely approve 
of the terms of the union of the larger ſociety, 
but yet for Jucrative views comply outwardly with 
What they inwardly condemn, cannot be juſtified 
in this practice upon the principles of Chriſtianity. 
Theſe conceſſions being made, I muſt beg leave 
to tell you, that you —— preſented us with an 
Uropian ſcheme, with which the ſettlement of the 
preſent church of England is abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent. You take it for granted, that the large 
ſociety conſiſting of five h have all exer- 
ciſtd. their private judgment upon the ſubject, in 
conſequence of . which they agreed upon a general 
lan of church government and Articles of Belief. 
Whereas you muſt know, that our preſent Forms, 
Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, were the — 
of a few leading men, who got them eſtabliſhe 
by the Civil Power, and enforced the uſe and 
outward profeſſion of them by very ſevere penal- 
ties ; ſo that, when you talk of the great majority 
exerciſing their private judgment, you are con- 
futed by a plain mattgr of fact, the number of 
thoſe who really exerciſed their judgment, bearing 
a very inconſiderable proportion to the bulk of 
the people, who in all countries, right or wrong, 
For orm to their reſpeCtive religions, eſtabliſhed 
aw, We 
? As you are expreſsly treating of the pature of 


ments of Toleration and the common rights of 
mankind; I hope you will alloy, conſiſtently with 
pour principles, that no ſociety, great or ſmall, 
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object to this moderate propoſal, ” the great 


a religious ſociety, and entertain liberal ſenti- 
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has a rightful authority to impoſe doctrines and 


forms of worſhip upon the conſciences of men, 
without an expreſs warrant from Scripture, the' 


only infallible rule of faith and practice, as this: 
is the grand foundation on which the church of 
England and all other Proteſtant churches are 
founded. Farther, you muſt allow, that the 
members of every Proteſtant church are fully 


juſtified in comparing human decrees with the 


word of God, and in rejecting whatſoever appears 


to their own' underſtanding inconſiſtent with it. 
Now admitting that the number of Bereans in 
' fuch a national church as ours, is but a ſmall 
minority compared with a large majority, who 
are too apt to embrace any doctrines or forms of 
worſhip, ſettled by public authority, without a 
particular examination; / ſurely reaſonable con- 
ceſſions ought to be made in favour of the 
diſcerning few, who employ all the helps that 
can be-procured for the right interpretation of 
Scripture ; or, if the governing powers will nat 
be induced to alter or reform what has been 


ſhewn unſcriptural, the rational minority ought. 


to be indulged in an open profeſſion of Scrip- 
ture doctrines, and the practice of Scripture forms 
of worſhip, which implies a diſuſe but of a ſmall 
portion of our preſent Liturgy, and which our 
firſt reformers had no right to impoſe as con- 
ſiſtent Proteſtants. | SS 
But you ſeem to be apprehenſive of imminent 
danger to the whole eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, 


from the abolition of Subſcription to the Thirtys . 


nine Articles. Your apprehenſions are groundleſs 
and imaginary : you cannot help granting that 
the firſt three hundred. years after- the Chriſtian 
ra, contained a ſpace of time, when Chriſtianity 
was profeſſed and practiſed in the greateſt purity, 
Put where were the Thirty-nine Articles during 
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| 2 practice without the aſſiſtance o 


anity ? on the contrary, the advantages accruing 


miniſters of the church of England; the arrogant 


Welg 
10 any other conſiderations. But where that is not 


* 
( 14 ) | 
chat period? If Chriſtianity flouriſhed in 2 
human 


ecrees, what poſſible danger can ariſe from the 
abolition of them to any real intereſt of Chriſti- 


from the abolition, are many and very great. 
The Scriptures would he ſtudied more impartially; 
party names, which have occaſioned ſo much hatred 
and animoſities, would be happily exchanged for 
the amiable appellation of Chriſtian; the objec- 
tions of unbelievers, which are chiefly formed 
from abſurd miſrepreſentations of Chriſtianity, 
would be more conſiſtently anſwered. by the 


pretenſions of the Methodiſts, which they derive 
from the literal ſenſe of ſome of the Articles, 
would be effectually confuted by the clergy, 
without incurring the cenſure of preyarication in 
the caſe of Subſcription z- peace 2 would 
more univerſally prevail; and probably a nearer 
agreement in religious ſentiments, a point in vain 
aimed at by the impoſition of unſcriptural Articles, 
would bappily take place, more eſpecially with 
reſpe& to the fundamental points on which 
Chriſtianity is founded. N 
Tou allow, that tbe cauſe of truth, eſpecially of 
ighty and important truths, ought to. be preferred 


the queſtion ; and where the whole is ſuppoſed is turn 
= matters of mere complaiſance, and condeſcenſion, 
the weak brethren, who even tremble at the thoughts 


of any innovation, ought rather to be gratified, than 
#hoſe weak brethren, who cannot digeſt impoſitions 
of a religious kind. (p. 30, 31.) Anſw. Here 
you take it for granted, that no truth of im- 
Portance is concerned in the t queſtion, 
purely, Sir, the true genuine charafter of God 
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( 18 ) 
is à truth of very great importancey which 
character is ſadly eclipſed, if not. abſolutely de- 
ſtroyed, by ſome of the doctrines delivered in 
che Thirry-nine Articles, Admitting 'this to be 
the caſe, which I think has been proved by 
demonſtrative evidence, tis the expreſs duty of 
the governors of this large ſociety, called the 
church of England, to aboliſh all Subſcription 
to ſuch a fer of Articles, without any regard to 
difficulties, or inconveniences of any kind. The 
continuance of ſuch a burden can anſwer no uſe- 
ful purpoſe to church or Rate z or rather tis of 
a miſchievous nature, as naturally fitted to diſtreſs 
fincere Bereans, who ſtudy the Scriptures impar- 
tially in compliance with the ſolemn exhortations 


of the church itſelf; *cis likewiſe calculated to 


increaſe the number of unbelievers and Methodiſts; 
it interrupts the progreſs of genuine Chriſtianity, 
which, when ſeparate from human mixtures, is a 
glorious plan, worthy of the God of Fruth, from 
whom it came, and fit to be embraced by all 
fincere lovers of truth and virtue. *Tis to be 
hoped, that the ftate itſelf will ſoon be ſenſible 
of the miſchiefs occaſioned by a ſet of Articles, 
which ſome of the Honourable Members of the 
Houfe of Commons haye juſtly ſtyled ſtrikingly 
abſurd, and which cannot be read by any rational 

— without an immediate conviction of their 

ood. # 

As ſo m young erfons are bred up with 
a view to 2 A national church, 
what a ſhocking ſtumbling- block is thrown in 
their way by the terms required? Either "they 
endeavour to qualify themſelves for the miniſterial 
office by a diligent ſtudy -of the Scriptures, or 
they do not. If the former, they will not be able 
16 digeſt alt the propoſitions in the Thirty-nimie 
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ſcription to them as abſolutely unlawful, I have 


X { 16 ) 
Articles, in which caſe if they ſubſcribe, we 
ſuffer in their ſpiritual intereſt, and cannot expect 
a bleſſing from their miniſterial Jabours, when 
they obtain an office. by prevarication, and con- 
ſequently art incapable of doing that ſervice to 
the ſtare, which it has in view by appointing 
revenues for the maintenance of miniltets, It 
the latter, their ; ignorance renders theni in- 
capable of contributing to the good of the ſtate. 
n one reſpect, indeed, they are better qualified 


- 


. for church preferments than many others, as they 
are well preparcd for the buſineſs of Subſcription, 


and ſtrict conformity to the Liturgy. Such petſons 
readily take for granted Creeds, Articles, and 
forms of worſhip, which they never examined by 
the ſtandard of Scripture, and ſo of courſe will 
pay an implicit obedience to points eſtabliſhed 
by public authority; but what real ſervice ſuch 
perſons can do either to church or ſtate, is hard 
W conceive, A ele 

Tou, Sir, who enjoy an ample proviſion by 
the conſtitution of the church, are not perhaps 
ſenſible of the great hardſhips impoſed upon many 


perſons by unſcriptural Articles. You, can very 


placidly obſerve, that thoſe who do not like our 


. .tertns, are not obliged. to cloſe in with what they 


judge to be an impolition upon copfcience, but 
o eder religious 
plan, more agreeable to their perſuaſion, Very 
true; this liberty we enjoy by the moderation 
of the Civil Power, but the language of the 
church runs in a quite different ſtrain ; excom- 
munication, Suſpenſion, and even the horrors of 
.a- priſon, are the. penalties threatened to thoſe 
who preſume to expreſs their difſent from the 
Articles of the Church, - and give up all Sub- 
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2 better. opinion -of your ſpirit, than to. imagine 


that you would proceed to ſuch a pitch of ec- 
. Clehiaſtical vengeance, if you had power in your 


hands, But many, I am afraid, too plainly ſhew 
a bitter ſpirit againſt their adverſaries, who would 
ladly put the laws in execution againſt reputed 
ok and Diſſenters, if they were provided 
with a competent authority. | wy 
But give me leave to ſtate a caſe that muſt a 
pear extremely hard to any perſon, who has'the 
feelings of humanity, notwithſtanding the con- 
ceſſion juſt made in fayour of the Civil Power. 
You muſt know, that many young perſons are 
deſigned by. their friends for miniſters of the 
church of England, and accordingly they are ſent 
to the univerſities for a learned education: ſo far 
they act by parental authority, without any judg- 
ment of their own. Let it be farther ſuppoſed, 
that by virtue of the common theological ſyſtem, 
2 are qualified for ſubſcribing the Thirty - nine, 
and the Liturgy of the church, and ſo, agree- 
ably abe. original deſign, they take orders. 
Let it be ſuppoled, that ſome of theſe young 
perſons may think themſelves obliged, in pur- 
ſuance of the ſolemn obligations laid upon them 
by the church itſelt, to ſtudy the Scriptures ſin- 
cerely and impartially, and in conſequence of this 
examination, ſhould be deeply convinced of the 
abſolute falſchood of ſome of the Articles they 
have ſubſcribed, and the unlawfulneſs of the uſe 
of ſome parts of the Liturgy, to which they have 
given their ſolemn aſſent, and which are bound 
__ them by the rigour of the law: in this caſe, 
if they purſue the diclates of. conſcience, they are 
cut off from all temporal emoluments, annexed 
to their profeſſion, after they have ſpent their 
fortune in a learned education, and their time in 
0 | Scripture 
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Scripture ſtudies; and thereby have loſt the beſt 
opportunities of qualifying themſelves for 

other profeſſion, which they cannot purſue without 
peculiar diſadvantages. Can you perceive no 
hardſhip in ſuch a caſe? the hardſhip muſt appear 
the more affecting, as it happens to perſons who 
are ſtrong believers of revelation, and take a par- 
ticular delight in the ſtudy of it, and conſequently 
are enabled ro do conſiderable ſervice in. the glo- 
rious cauſe of genuine Chriſtianity. - Such perſons 
are ready to ſubſcribe with heart and hand any 
propoſitions taken out of Scripture, but cannot 
twiſt their conſciences in ſuch a manner as to give 
their ſolemn aſſent to a large ſet of theological 
Articles, compiled by ignorant men, who could not 
be ſuppoſed to underſtand the Scriptures ſo well at 
that time, when they were but juſt got free from 
the groſs corruptions of popery, as they have been 
fince underſtood, after all the helps and advan- 
tages we have enjoyed for the ſpace of above 
two hundred years. Admitting that the number 
of ſuch ſincere Bereans be inconſiderabie, ſome 
conceſſions ſurely ſhould be made by the great 
majority in favour of perſons, who make reaſonable 
demands, and which many of this majority are 
perſuaded in their own minds ſhould be made, 
whatever they may outwardly profeſs. - Upon the 
very face of the argument, Creeds, Articles, and 
forms of worſhip, with reſpect to the object, en- 


tirely derived from human authority, ſhould not 


be impoſed upon the conſciences of men by a 
Eroteſtant church, which folemnly diſclaims in 
words all ſuch pretenſions; and therefore, if ſne 
would act conſiſtently with her own decrees, ſhe 
ought in deeds to demoliſh all human authority in 
religious matters, and really make the word of 
God che only rule of faith and practice. 

2160 49 | — With 


4 ( 19 ) 
With reſpect to the church of Geneva, which 
has aboliſhed Subſcription to human Articles of 
Faith, I am not ſufficiently informed, whether 
you haye given us a faithful repreſentation of the 
preſent mode of admitting candidates for holy 
orders, which, according to your account, is as 
effectual to guard their confeſſions of faith, as 
Subſcription (p. 32—25.) The queſtion is, What 
the profeſſors and paſtors of the church of Geneva 
mean, by underſtanding the Scriptures in a ſound and 
ſalutary ſenſe If thele gentlemen underſtand by 
this the ſame Articles of Faith which Calvin 
eſtabliſhed, and the candidates are obliged to 
make declarations, ſetting forth their conlent to 
the theological ſyſtem of that famous reformer : 
my anſwer 1s ſhort and peremptory; that the 
church of Geneva wants a reformation. The 
candidates for orders, inſtead of giving their 
aſſent to ſuch an horrid ſyſtem, ſhould expreſs 
their hearty deteſtation of it, as being abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with the moral attributes of God, and 
the fundamental principles of Holy Scripture. 
In your account of this Geneva diſcipline, you 
take it for granted, that the ſenſe in which the 
profeſſors and paſtors of the church underſtand 
the Scriptures, is ortbedox and true, and that the 
contrary opinions are beterodox and falſe, This is 
exactly the caſe of all Creed makers, Creed-defen- 
ders, and the impoſers of the groſſeſt abſurdities 
and contradictions upon the conſciences of men: 
they pronounce their own Decrecs as infallible, 
as abſolute truths not to be controverted or called 
in queſtion by Bereans, without incurring ſome 
reproachful appellation at leaſt, or a ſevere puniſh- 
ment, if the holy guardians of the faith ſhould 
have power in their hands. The pious Calvin 
himſelf got poor Servetus burnt alive for main- 
D 2 taining 
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one ſingle word in Servetus's book. 
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taining the firſt and grand principle of all true 
religion; and afterwards he procured an article, 
which all candidates for the miniſtry were obliged 
to ſign; viz. we deteſt all the hergſies whith have 
antientiy diſturbed the churches, and eſpecially the 
diabolical imaginations of Servetus, who attributes to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt a fantaſtical divinity, &c. It 
has been remarked, that many perſons, who have 
been called upon to ſubſcribe this article, took it 
upon truſt, having had no opportunity to read 

| Tis to be 
hoped, that the preſent profeſſors and paſtors of 
Geneva do not inſiſt upon an explicit condem- 
nation of ſuppoſed errors and hereſies, which the 
candidates are unacquainted with, If, according 
to your account, baniſhment from the territories 
of the republic be inflifted upon preachers for 
opinions merely religious, this only ſhews that the 
ſpirit of hell- born perſecution is not yet baniſhed 
from the church of Geneva. 

You ſeem to be fully perſuaded, that no in- 
ſtance of a religious Society can be produced, ei- 
ther at home or abroad, where the plan of the 
late Petitioners is practiſed to the full extent of 
their demand. Admitting for the preſent, that 
the plan of the Petitioners in its full extent has 
not been reduced to practice in any religious So- 
ciety either at home or abroad, it is high time 
that ſuch a plan ſhould be adopted by ſome So- 
ciety, and the larger the Society is, the better, 
in order to give a good example to other religious 
Societies; it being certainly the duty of all 


churches to be content with the plain ſimplicity 


of the Goſpel as to faith and practice, without 


introducing additions of their own, and impoſing 


them upon the conſciences of their members, as 


of equal authority with the word ef God, As 


a0 


5 , On 
the Scriptures are ſolemnly declared by the ſacred 
writers, to be fully ſufficient for all the purpoſes 
of Chriſtian edification, and acknowledged to by 
fo by all Proteſtant churches in genera}, and ours 
in particular z ſurely the plan of the Petitioners, 
that is deſigned to reduce this acknowledgment 
to practice, muſt be deemed right and good by 


all unprejudiced perſons, even though every reli- - 
gious Society through the whole Chriſtian world 
had deviated from the ſtandard of Scripture, and 


had impoſed unſcriptural terms more or lefs u 
its E ſo Nh he oh could be — 
that was eſtabliſned upon a true Scripture plan. 
For the real queſtion is, what is right, and what 
ought to be practiſed by Chriſtian ſocieties? not 
what is ſupported by the greateſt human autho- 


But upon examination your aſſertion appears 


too haſty: inſtances, both at home and abroad, 


may be produced of religious Societies, in which 
the general plan of the Petitioners has been prac- 
tiſed, The Unitarian church of Poland, which 
was formed ſoon after the Reformation, and ex- 
iſted in that country above a hundred years, re- 
quired but few articles, either for external com- 
munion, or the miniſterial office, and thoſe ex- 


preſſed in the very words of Scripture. And the 


ſame practice is {till continued in the remains of 
that church, in ſome countries of Europe. But 
It ought to be mentioned, for the honour of this 
glorious church, that Chriſtian diſcipline was kept 
up, according to the expreſs inſtitution of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles; and the greateſt ſtreſs was laid 
upon holineſs of life, in conformity to the ſolemn 
determination of the ſacred writers. As to our 
own country, a conſiderable part of the Diſſent- 
ers held a remarkable ſynod or aſſembly of _ 
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(22) 
ſters, 1719; when the majority openly rejected all 


pnſcriptural impoſitions. The General Baptiſts 
had alſo a meeting in London about 1730, con- 
ſitting of about a ; Raſh and twenty, who al- 
moſt univerſally agreed in the ſame determination, 
not to make any human explication neceſſary to 
Chriſtian communion. It appears by this ac- 
count, that the Petitioners have the example of 
other Churches to urge in their behalf, their de- 
mands being exactly of a ſimilar nature. 

I come now to . 0 the repreſentation you 
have given of the Petitioners? plan, viz. That 
every porn may commence a teacher and inſtruc- 
tor of others, however ignorant or unqualified, 
however wild or heterodox in his notions ; pro- 
vided he will but acknowledge the truth and ſuf- 
ficiency of the Scriptures, and declare, that he 
intends to make them the ſole guide of his ſtudy 
and labours in the miniſterial function, &c. (See 
the whole paragraph, p. 36, 37.) 

Anſw. At your firſt ſetting off, you miſrepre- 
ſent the Petitioners plan. I don't pretend to be 
acquainted with the preciſe ſentiments of all the 
Petitioners upon this ſubject, but dare venture to 


affirm, that there is ſcarce one who would not 


give his hearty aſſent to as ſtrict an examination 
of candidates for holy orders, as the importance 
of, the office requires, with reſpect to learning and 
Scripture qualifications, which would effectually 

uard againſt all ignorant or unqualified perſons. 
Xs to myſelf, my notion is, that perſons deſigned 


for Miniſters ſhould be provided with a larger 


portion of theological learning, than they uſually 
are. by the common method of education... It is 


certainly very expedient at leaſt *, if not abſolutely 


neceſlary, 


| ® I would not be underſtood in ſuch a ſenſe, as if perſons 
unacquainted with the learned languages were a of 


being 
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A 
neceſſary, that they ſhould be able to read and 
ſtudy the Scriptures in the original languages in 
which they were written; that they ſhould under- 
ſtand the main arguments, by which the truth of 
Revelation is ſupported” againſt the objections of 
unbelievers ; that they ſhould be acquainted with 
ſome of the early Fathers of the Church, more 
R thoſe who wrote apologies for the 
Chriſtian faith. Without proceeding any farther, 
be aſſured, Reverend Sir, that there is no inten- 
tion to get ignorant or unqualified perſons ordained 
for the miniſtry. The pla of the Petitioners, 
according to my poor judgment, as it is well cal- 
culated to produce excellent effects in this Church 
and nation upon ſeveral accounts, ſo more parti- 
cularly it would contribute to the ſycteſsful ftudy' 
of the Scriptures, when thoſe clogs and fetters 
were removed, which have ſo much obſtructed 
the enquiries of ſincere Bereans, into the genuine” - 
ſenſe of the ſacred writers. Tis to little purpoſe 
for perſons deſigned for the miniſtry, under the 
preſent bond of ſubſcription, to give the Scrip- 
tures an impartial examination; when every ſtep 
they take, will probably lead them into ſentiments 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with ſome of the propoſi- 
tions which they muſt, ſubferibe. Even with the 
help of the moſt orthodox commentators, they 
will hardly eſcape falling into reputed Hereſy, ex- 
preſsly condemned by ſome of the Thirty-nine. 
The charge of introducing ignorant and unqua- 
lied perſons into the Church, which you fix upon' 
Ret, ne, EASE” 2 As the 
being uſeful Minifters of Chriſt, as there are ſeveral worthy 
men, who have gained valuable and Scripture qualifications, 
by a careful attention to theological learning, with which 
they have been furniſhed hy ſo many excellent tracts and ra- 
tional interpretations of Scrjpture, in the Engliſh tongue, 


d ſo have rendered themſelyes well qualifed to inſtruèt a 
in congregation, a 1 
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the Petitioners? Plan, may more juſtly be retorted, 
if the preſent ee continued; 48 igno- 
rance of the Scriptures, and prejudices in fayour 

ef a Church eſtabliſhed by law, are proper qua- 
lifications for the. buſineſs of ſubſcription to arti- 
cles of human invention, and an affent to unſcrip- 
tural forms. When you talk of perſons being wild 
and heterodox in their notions, though they acknow- 
ledge the truth and ſufficiency of the Scriptures, and 
are ready to make thenggbe ſole guide of their ftudics 
and labours in the miniſterial funion ; you ſhould 
have explicitly what preciſe ideas you af- 
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fix to thoſe terms, i being very poſſible that the 
heterodox notions you refer to, may be Scripture 
truths, as you 0 a diſpoſition to take polnts 
eſtabliſhed by publi 

roneous, for acknowledged verities. 
Wich reſpe to the inference you draw from a 
candidate's profeſſing the Scriptures as the only 


authority, though ever ſo er- 


rule of his miniſterial labours; © that then every 
individual, after having given this-affurance, and 

this only, ſhall be at full liberty to interpret the 
| Scriptures. to his audience in what manner, and to 
preach what doctrines ſoever, he ſhalt think beſt, 
without incurring. any judicial cenſure or repri- 

and from his ſuperiors, his equals, or his au- 
bins J anſwer thus: That every individual 
Rould: have the liberty of interpreting Scripture 
according to his private, judgment, is not 0 
agreeable to the dictates of reaſon, and the expreſs 
declarations of the Word of God, hut is likewiſe 
confirmed by a folemn queſtion propoſed to a 
Prieſt of our Church at his ordination, —Are you 
perfuadedthat the Holy Scriptures contain ſuffi- 
ciently all Doctrine required of neceſſity to eter- 
nal Salvation, through Paik in Jeſus Chriſt? And 
are you determined, out of the ſame 8 
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did got alter his conduct in ſome flagrant inſtances 


' Juſthy be removed from his office by any Chriſtian 
ſociety. As the profeſſed deſign of the Petitioners 
| is to eſtabliſh the higheſt.regard for Scripture, and 


| . 
to inſtruct the people committed to your charge, 
and to teach nothing as- required of neceſſity to 
eternal ſalvation, but that which you ſhall. be per- 
ſuaded may be concluded and proved by the Scrip- 
ture,” The Prieſt anſwereth in theſe words; I am 
ſo petſuaded, and: Have ſo determined by God's 
grace. Here the liberty of every Prieſt to inſtruct 
the people out of the Scriptures, according to his 
own perſuaſion, js ſtrongly, aſcertained, and laid 
upon his conſcience 48-4 necefiary duty; and con- 
ſequently the whole Church, eſpecially if we take 
inta the agcoum the folemn declarations of the 


that might be mentioned, might be juſtly depoſed. 
Let us ſuppoſe that a preacher ſhould, under pre- 
tence of an unbounded liberty, turn a profeſſed 
advocate for any vice or immorality, or, not- 
vithſtanding his engagements, ſhould inculcate an 
abſolute —— to Revelation, by maintaining 
that the law of nature, written in our hearts, is 
the only authentic rule of our life and actions; 
no douht of it, in ſuch caſes, a preacher might 


to have the liberty of an adherence to the genuine 
ſenſe of it by the beſt wy they can procure, it 
22 i is 
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Is ĩmpoſſible to conceive that any miſchiefs ſhould: 
ariſe from this ſober liberty of private judgment, 
which has the truth of Scripture for its object, 
though fometimes attended with different imer- 
pretations, it being indeed abſolutely impoſſible 
that a large number of men ſhould entertain the 
ſame ſentiments upon all religious points, which 
never occaſion any diſturbance in human ſociety, 
when managed with the ſpirit of the Goſpel, 
which is that of mutual forbearance. | 
But if this be thought too general, and opens 
a door to hurtful errors, I will ſtate a caſe that 
vill effectually obviate all the plauſible ſuggeſtions 
you can urge againſt Chriſtian liberty, and at the 
fame time ſecure to any Chriſtian ſociety a ſuf- 
ficient - authority in matters of religion. When 
the famous diſpute broke out between Alexander 
and Arius in the fourth century, which was 
attended with terrible conſequences to the Chriſtian 
church, and both of them carried their notions 
beyond the bounds of what was warranted by 
Scripture expreſſions; a queſtion naturally ariſes, 
what the governors of the church ſhould have 
done conſiſtently with their duty, and a reaſonable 
indulgence to the liberty of private judgment. 
If we take a ſerious review of the tranſactions 
of che church from that time, *tis eaſy for us to 
determine the right Chriſtian method that ſhould 
have been employed to compoſe the unhappy 
differences that produced ſuch diſorder, violence, 
and perſecution in the Chriſtian world, which at 
laft ended in the grand apoſtacy. The obvious 
remedy then which the fathers of the church 
ſhould have applied to the flaming quarrel of 
Alexander and Arius about the metaphylical 


nature of Chriſt, was to have drawn up a con- 


feſſion in the wards of Scripture, and to Mar 
of >>. K 
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ſet forth the divinity of Chriſt in the expteſſions 
uſed by the apoſtles: both ſides might then have 
aſſented to the general doctrine delivered in Scrip- 
ture, though they diffrred in theit peculiar inter- 
pretations of it. Each might have enjoyed their 
own way of thinking conliftently with religious 
liberty; and the controverſy, if continued, would 
have cooled and dwindled away, after it had been 
ſufficiently diſcuſſed, without any interruption to 
the peace of human ſociety. . will venture to 
go ſo far in favour of ſome authority in Chriſtian 
ſocieties, as to allow that the governors of the 
church at that time might juſtly have required the 
orthodox and Arians to forbear the uſe of un- 
ſcriptural exprefſians, when they were profeſſedly 
diſcourſing of the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
might, 1 think, have inflicted ſome cenſure upon 
the diſobedient, if they had continued obſtinate, 
after proper admonitions, as neither orthodox nor 
Arians, upon 3 Pg Chriſtianity, could 
have any right to introduce new and unſcriptural 
expreſſions upon a doctrine of mere revelation, 
and conſequently improper to be defined by terms 
of haman invention, As to my own ſentiments, 
1 am ſincerely of opinion, that whoſoever is not 
willing to forbear the uſe of unſcriptural ex- 
preſſions, which may at any time prove offenſive 
to the church, and is barely forbidden by his 
ſuperiors, does not deſerve the character of a 
conſiſtent Chriſtian. And if this method only had 
always been taken on all ſides, without impoſing 
contrary unſcriptural expreſſions, it would have 
prevented numberleſs. controverſies, and infinite 
miſchiefs in the Chriſtian - world, of which the 
famous council of Nice, held in 323, laid the 
foundation, by impoſing unſcriptural terms in 


public Creeds, and getting them enforoed by the 
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Civil Power under ſevere penalties. The plan of 
the Petitioners is furely confirmed by the ſtrongeſt 
arguments, drawu from Scripture, reaſon, and 
| the ininixe-miſchiefs occaoned by the contrary 
; r CLI IVE * $82 * F. T1 ga, 7 
1 Upon the whole, I have ſufficiently pointed out 
ſuch reſtrigtiont and limitations, as may effectually 
guard againſt any inconveniences arifing from 
the abuſe of private judgment: it has been ſhewn 
to bat examination candidates are to paſs through- at 
firſt, and what reſtrainit art to be laid upon them 
After ward; from whenee it will appear, that you 
have not rightly underſtood the plan of the Pe- 
titioners, ' and ſo have miſreprefenred. their real 
meaning. There is indeed one article omitted, 
which you have mentioned, viz; an enumeration 
of \herefres' and falſe doltrines, "which the Petitioners 
ill declare not o b admiſſble inio this reformed 
church,” With reſpect to this point, ſome flagrant 
inſtances of this kind have been taken notice of. 
But as for a diſtinct enumeration of beręſies, which 
word ſince the firft and pureſt ages has been ſo 
perpetually abufed in an unſcriptural ſenſe, to 
denote any differences of opinion only; 1 will 
preſent you with the wiſe ſentiments of the learned 
and pious Biſnop Taylor, in the Epiſtle before his 
Liberty of Propheſying: I am fore, ſays he, 
that know what drunkenneſs, &c. is; but I am 
not ſure that ſueh an opinion is hereſy ; neither 
would other men be ſo ſure as they think for, 
if they did but conſider it aright, and obſerve the 
infinite deceptions and cauſes of 'deceptions, in 
wiſe men; and in moſt things, and in all doubtful 
queſtions; and that they did not miſtake con- 
= Fidence for certainty )“ 
Prom the preceding obſervations I-cat give a 
I! Bite& anſwer-to your queſtion, N here, and in what 
n 4. congregation 
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congregation doth an unbounded latitude of interpreting 
Scripture tate place? Unboungeg, taken in an ab- 
ſolute ſenſe, has been already obviated by proper 
limitations. But a latitude: of interpreting Scri 
ture by private judgment, takes place in m 
if not all Proteſtant (churches, as the preachers 
deliver their ſentiments in public according to 
their own private judgment, and ſometimes dif- 
ferently. from other preachers of the ſame deno- 
mination. This latitude of interpretation may be 
found even in the church of England itſelf, not- 
withſtanding its Articles and Decrees; *Tis' a 
very common caſe for preachers in this church to 
deliver interpretatiom of Scripture: different from 
thoſe of other preachers, and even upon points of 
great” importance. Every one knows, that there 
are at this time in the church Arminian and Cak 
viniſtie preachers ; not to tal notice. of. other 
differences of ſentiments in the prrachers of this 
Proteſtant church, who deliver their ſemiments in 
the pulpit, according to their own private judg- 
ment, and conſequently a latitude of interpretation 
abounds in the pulpits of the church of England, 
whatever uniformity there may be mithe-pews. 
With reſpect to the Quakers, of whoſe: Ca- 
tholic ſpirit I have a good opinion, and teally 
eſteem them as brethren 'in/Chriſt fon their ſtrict 
plan of holineſs of life; tis nat quite clear to me, 
that they would reject a preacher for offering to 
their conſideration ſome Scripture diſquiſitions re- 
lating to water baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, 
2 he laid the gveuteſt ſtreſs ùpon ſpirituzt 
aptiſm, and purity of heart and manners, which 
certainly is che grand end of all external Acts 
of religion, and without which excellent effects, 
baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, ate of no real 
Value in the! great buſineſs: of ſalvation. But 
; in 
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n ſuch a caſe, if they ſhould proceed fo far as to 
_ reſtrain a preacher from officiating among them, 
they might be ſaid to deviate from the ſtandard of 
Scripture, which they profeſs, and conſequently 
their practice in this reſpect could not be juſtified 
by the principles of Chriſtianity. 
Tou labour to ſhew, that a moderate Papiſt 
of the Gallican church could not be excluded 
from our church by the principles of the Pe- 
titioners, or rather the principles of all Proteſtant 
churches, which had no right to exiſt at firſt but 
upon the glorious privilege of private judgment 
an matters of religion. (See Letter, p. 38—42.) 
Vou ſuppoſe the Petitioner to have a curate, who 
is perverted to the corruptions of the church 
of Rome. I muſt freely tell you, that you fer 
_ out very unfortunately, it being by no means pro- 
bable, that a clergyman ſhquld ' embrace the 
corruptions of Popery : it way be queſtioned- 
whether one inſtance of it can be produced ſince 
the time of the Reformation. But for argument's 
ſake let it be ſuppoſed, and give me — to 
ſuppoſe too in my turn, that he endeavours, con- 
fiſtently with his principles, to reduce to practice 
the tenets of the church of Rome; otherwiſe, your 
-whole illuſtration is nothing to the purpoſe ; you 
have taken care to put plauſible: pretences into 
the curate's mouth, which may ſeem to juſtify his 
converſion by the exerciſe of his private judgment, 
and that the Petitioner cannot diſmiſs him from 
his office, without denying: him that very pri- 
vilege, which he himſelf contends for. In anſwer 
to this I obſerve, that the foundation of the 
clerical petition, is the impoſition of the unſcrip- 
tural Articles of Faith in a Proteſtant church, 
which ſolemnly declares the Scripture to be the 
only rule of faith and practice. Now à Popiſh 
a CY Preacher 
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preacher will not only impoſe upon his audience 
unſcriptural Articles and abſurd doctrines, ſome 
of which have not the leaſt colour even from 

Sctipture words for their ſupport, but likewiſe 

will introduce objects of worſhip (a point you 

have artfully omitted) in expreſs contradiction to 

the whole ſcheme of the Bible, and conſequently 

will lead the people into 1dolatrous practices, 

which is ſeverely condemned and threateged in 

the Old arid New Teſtament, and therefore cannot 

be tolerated in any ſociety that calls itſelf Chriſ- 

tian, much Teſs" in the congregatibn of a Pe- 

titioner, whoſe profeſſed principle is inconſiſtent 


; 

) with unſcriptural impoſitions. The concluſion, 
f I think, naturally follows, that a Petitioning 
: Clergyman would have an undoubted right to 
a diſmiſs ſuch a curate from his office, as pur- 
. ſuing a plan in expreſs contradiction to the 
1. whole ſcheme of revelation in the midſt of light 
- and knowlege, and which could not poſſibly be 
x the reſult of a rational exerciſe of his private 
0 judgment, but the effect of a corrupted heart, 
* deeply tinctured with the follies of ſuperſtition, 
ab or the prejudices of a bigot. Bur ſtill you will? 
hs reply, that his converſion to the Romiſh faith is 
m effected by means of his private judgment, whe- 
to ther exerciſed properly or improperly, and there- 
s fore a Petitioner could” not, conſiſtently with his 
it, principles, reject him. Let us hear what plea 
0 the curate can urge in defence of Popiſh ſuper- 
* ſtition. He might fay, that indeed the worſhip 
= of the Virgin Mary, ſaints, &c. is not directly 
he found in Scripture z but yet as the Pope, who has 
ip- a commiſſion to act as the vicar of Chriſt, has 


ky ordained this worſhip, tis lawfully practiſed by 
he Catholic Chriſtians. ' A Petitioning Clergyman, 
who. profeſſedly- diſclaims all unſcriptural impo- 
— | - Kkriong, 
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fiziohs,. could never admit ſuch a plea under any 
pretence of private judgment, that . expreſsly 
aſcribes an authority to the 2 inconſiſtent with 


all dutiful allegiance to Chriſt, the head of the 
church: in effect the Pope is ſo far from acting 
by a commiſſion received from Chriſt, that he is 
an uſurper of his ſacred authority in the ſpiritual 
kingdom eſtabliſned by God, To adhere to ſuck 

| an ulgrped; authority, is, properly ſpeaking, an 
| act of rebellion againſt our lawful Sovereign in 
| ſpiricual affairs, which no Chriſtian miniſter can 
allow, conſiſtently with his duty to Chriſt, in a 
ſociety where he is immediately concerned; I ſay, 
| immediately concerned, for I do not intend to 
| deny the right of all religious profeſſions to an 
| unbounded Toleration in matters merely religious, 
| and which are. conſiſtent with a due allegiance to 
| the ſtate. The Papiſts, I apprehend, are laid 
| under reſtraints, not becauſe they maintain ido- 
| latrous worſhip, or hold abſurd opinions, but 
| becauſe their religious principles naturally render 
them bad ſubjects ro the preſent government. 
Fou take occaſion to obſerve; that if all the 
»hands of religious" ſocieties were diſſolved, the theo- 
logical war would 'preſently be kindled afreſh, and 
blaze forth, with new fury, Let this extravagant. 
ſuppoſition be admitted, my ſentiments are widely _ 
different. The theological war never rages with 
greater violence, than when one of the contending 
parties is furniſhed with the aſſiſtance of the 
Civil Power to purſue their adverſaries with per- 
ſecution in all its dreadful forms; and when by a 
new turn of affairs the perſecuted are favoured 
with the · ſame aſſiſtance to take ample revenge 
for the injuries they have received. But when 
55 2 parties are confined 8 of 
ritual weapons, a. mere theological diſpute 
8 g * occaſions 
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occaſions no more diſturbance in human ſociety, 
than 'a phyfical or philoſaphical debate. Tis a 
particular ſatisfaction to remark, that we enjoy 

is happineſs at preſent by the moderation of 
the Civil Power, and the peculiar attachment of 
the illuſtrious family now upon the throne to the 
religious rights of men and Chriſtians. 

Wich ' reſpe& to your ſuppoſition, that in caſe 
all church revenues were demoliſhed; ſome form 
of religion would ſtill be maintained; tis readil 
granted, that it is not in the power of the greateſt 
and molt cunning- politicians to deſtroy the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, as we have our Saviour's 
_ expreſs promiſe for its continuance to the end of 
the world. But you ſeem to think, that great - 
confuſion would ariſe from the different religious 
parties, each exerting all its might to get the lead, 
and oppreſs the reit. All the miſchief you ap- 
prehend from this ſtate of things, which by the 
way is extremely unlikely, would be prevented 
by the Civil Power's granting an equal protection 
to all the religious ſects, and not ſuffering any one 
to injure another, under pretence of religion 
whether the beſt or the worſt would become at 
laſt the national church, may be difficult to de- 
termine. But you ſeem to be of opinion, that 
the worſt would prevail, and that deſpotic power 
in the church would be the conſequence, But let 
it be obſerved, that the public magiſtrate in our 
country, which has produced fo many'excelleng 
defences of religious liberty, ſeems deeply ſenſible 
of his obligation to ſecure the continuance of it, 

d therefore, can hardly be conceived to be ſo 
blinded by any ſet of religious bigots, as to 
become their tool for the wicked - purpoſe of 
eallaving the conſciences of men. I would juſt 
remark, that in the beginning of your letter, 
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when you were deducing a religious eſtabliſſiment 
from its original principles, you ſeemingly took 
it for granted, that the beſt religious ſociety would 
get the lead, and enjoy the peculiar favour of the 
Civil Magiſtrate; though in this part, when other 
views preſented themſelves, you determine the 
contrar7. 2 3 

Doubtleſs a national chureh upon the right 
Scripture foundation, and an unlimited Toleration 
of all religious ſects differing from, her, would 
be a very great bleſſing to any kingdom: and 
I cannot help judging, that they are the beſt 
friends to this national church, who are engaged 
in the good work of reducing her to the ſtandard 
of Scripture, - to which ſhe appeals, and on a 
regard to which. ſhe. is founded. I agree with 
you, that a national church, which has any groſs 
and fundamental errors belonging to it, mult in 
courſe of time reform itſelf in any place, where 
religious liberty is perfectly allowed: and indeed 
tis high time that national churches ſhould be 
_ reformed, there being ſcarce. one in the whole 

lobe but what breaks in more or leſs upon the 

enuine doctrines of revelation. _ I allow too the 

ſuppoſition you make, that if the governments of 
Spain and Italy tolerated a ſet of rational Pro- 
teſtants, and that a reaſonable liberty was granted 
to the preſs, Popery would in the courſe of time 

be demoliſhed in thoſe countries. Lagree farther 

with you, that provided a national church be 

free from groſs and fundamental errors, there 

can be no abſolute neceſſity for a. ſelf reformation 
upon account. of common inaccuracies,” little defes, 

or petty incongruities, as we cannot expect abſolute 
perfection in any ſcheme civil or religious carried 
on by men, and not by angels: but ſurely 'tis com- 

mendable to aim at as good a ſtate either civil or. 
R religious, 
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religious, as this imperfect ſcene of things will 
admit. 4 9 
Tou obſerve, that the terms: 5 Chriftian com. 
mnniou baue been miſunderſtood, being capable of a 


very extenſive \fignification, or confined; according to 


the nature of the caſe to whith they are applied. 
In the extenfive ſenſe you contend that no /oriety . 


whatever onght-to* unchriſtian another, or declare it 


to be without | the pale of ' the church, provided ir 


retains the common faith of Chriſt, though it ſhould 
differ from other -charthes in a thouſand leſſer articles. 
With reſpect to terms of Chriſtian communion, it 
is very much to be lamented, that any other terms 
were ever impoſed but what were warranted by 
the declarations -of Chriſt and his apoſtles. The 
and misfortune of the Chriſtian world-has been 
to make additions to the ſacred rule preſcribed by 
thoſe inſpired perſons, who only had authority to 
fix the Chriſtian faith and practice. Whatever 
moderation there may be at this time in the 
members of the church of England, for which 
they deſerve to be commended, you muſt know, 
| —— her language and actions have been of a per- 
ſecuting nature, when ſhe had power in her 
hands: great numbers, who have retained the 
common faith of Chriſt, have felt the weight of 
her reſentment for preſuming to differ from her 
deciſions. The only conſiſtent way of ſpeaking 
upon terms of Chriſtian communion, is, that no 
church, no ſociety, great or ſmall, has a rightful 
authority to make any thing neceſſary to Chriſtian 
communion, but what Chriſt and his apoſtles 
have made ſoy any authority claimed and ex- 
erciſed beyond this, is an invaſion of the pre- 
rogative of that one lawgiver Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is cory to _ and deſtroy. 
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By the confined. fignification of the fenſe of 
Chriſtian communion, you underſtand certain local 
efſociatiens made for the better celebration of divine 
worſhip, place, time, Cc. different liturgies, or forms 
of prayer, peculiar modes of church diſcipline, and alſo 
the teſts exjeined for guarding againſt falſe dotirines. 
Ta this ſenſe of the terms of communion, 20. 
only independent ſtates and kingdoms, but alſo every 
| ſeparate. congregation may have ſome. certain terms of 
conamunion peculiar to #tſelf. In this eaſe the apoſtle's 
rule takes place, let every thing be dans decently and 
in order. Doubtleſs every particular church, and 
even ſeparate congregation, may very innocently 
have external modes peculiar to itſelf ; for which 
purpoſe St. Paul's rule may be juſtly applied, 
and human authority in ſuch caſes may be rightly 
exerciſed. But when we ſpeak of terms of 
Chriſtian communion, the grand points of faith 
profeſſion, and worſhip, are chiefly intended; and 
with reſpect to theſe. the authority of Chriſt only 
takes, place in a Chriſtian ſociety. | 11 
You take occaſion to mention the caſe of the 
majoriiy and minority; that the former have ſettled, 
or at leaſt bave acquie/ced in the ſettling of one thing ; 
and the minority petition for another. The preſent 
majority are many millions of fouls ; the minority are 
fo ſmall a number, that they themſelves are aſhamed. 
to tell how many. And yet this very ſmall number 
are labouring hard to huve the terms of the national 
aſſociation. altered in thei. favenr.. (p. 361.) 
Really, Sir, I am aſtoniſhed to find you, who 
ſeem to be a divine of liberal ſentiments, talk ing 
of a great majority and millions of ſeuls, when 
faith and genuine Chriſtianity ate the points in 
queſtion. A majority of voices is a very pitiful 
and contemꝑtible argument to employ upon this 
48 E occaſion; 
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occaſion; e e well ſuited-to continue the 


eſtabliſhment of errors, ſuperſtition, and idolatry 
to eternal ages, the great mayority having been at 
all times on the fide of falſehood. That truth 
is rather to be found with the minority than 
majority of mankind, can hardly be diſputed 3 
at leaſt he muſt be either weak, or a bigot, Woo 

ports any doctrine by counting noſes. When 
you talk of millions acquieſcing in the preſent 
ſettlement of the church, as to Creeds, Articles, 
and forms: of worſhip, the number will be pro- 
digiouſſy leſſened, if it be only conſidered, ho r 
few have examined this ſubject with 
attention, and compared the deciſions of the 
church with the word of God, and formed their 
judgment upon an impartial examination; poſſibly 
the number of ſuch ſincere Bereans does not ex- 
ceed. the number of the Petitioners. in ſo great a 
proportion, as you imagine. Lou muſt know, 
that the bulk of mankind take religious inſti- 
tutions upon truſt in all countries. Indeed they 
cannot. be ſaid, ſtrictly ſpeaking, to be miſtaken 
in many of their notions, as they never embraced. 
them. upon real evidence, and ſo have no opinion 
of their own. You do not treat the Petitioners 
with candour, when you repreſent them as making 
ſuch; doleful complaints, as if they had either 
ſuffered all the cruelties of a bloody inquiſition, 
or were now in the utmoſt danger of loſing their 
lives, at leaſt their liberties, and properties by 
this perſecuting majority. 1. muſt beg leave to 
pronounce the «direct. contrary to be true; that 
part of the canvealation, which paſſed between 
the. Petitioners, was a gratctul acknowledgment 
of the great happineſs we enjoy through the 
moderation of the preſent times; and it was re- 
marked, that if ſuch a meeting had been held 
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in the perſecuting reigns of the Tudors, or Starts; 
as you | juſtly call them, we might have been ſent 
to a priſon, inſtead of being indulged the liberty 
of preſenting a Petition to the legiſlature. But it 
anſwered your purpoſe to repreſent the Petitioners 
as making as bitter complaints as poſſible, in 
order to give a keener edge to the expoſtulation 
of the caſe with the Petitioners, which you flatten 
yourſelf is unanſwerable. (p. 32, 334) 7. 

In tlſis expoſtulation you take it for: granted; 
that the Petitioners chief inducemend aries from 
the emoluments of the church, without any regard” 
to the noble views of reforming a national church, 
which makes a diſtinguiſhed figure among tho 
nations of the earth, ind thereby raking a proper 
meaſure to promote genuine Chriſtianity. through + 
the world. You ſeem to think, that the con- 
ſciences of the Petitioners have little concern in 
the affair, in comparifon with the emoluments, 
the main object of the plan.— Anſw. As the 
Petitioners were originally connected with the 
national church, and by their theological ſtudies 
have found ſome material defects and blemiſhes 
in the conſtitution of it, ſurely you muſt allow. 
that they are fully juſtified in employing their 
ſincere endeavours to get her errors cectißed, und 
blemiſhes removed, which ſhews a friendly part 
towards the ſociety, of which they are members. 
Let it be obſerved, that a conſiderable number 
belonging to this majority, beſides the Petitioners, 
entertain the ſame ſentiments with them, that the 
church of England wants another Reformation; 
and conſequently, the Petitioners are engaged in 
the glorious work of reducing to practice what 

reat numbers heartily wiſh for. I am perſuaded 
that the grand object the Petitioners have in view, 


is the honour of Chtiſtianity, and likewiſe the 
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liberty of exerciſing their miniſterial office con: 
ſiſtentiy with their ſupreme regard to God and 
Chriſt : they are likewiſe perſuaded, that the ſcheme 
they are purſuing; would prove a great bleſſing to 
this church and nation, and poſſibly may be the 
means of promoting the happineſs of millions, 
who at preſent lie in darkneſs and the ſhadow of 
death. They are ſenſible upon this account, that 
a reformation in the national church is of vaſtly 
more importance than erecting ſome new aſſocia- 
tion of their own, and ſo chooſe to attempt the 
former in preference to the latter, as it would be 
attended with more extenſive bleſſings; and there- 
fore they E This repreſentation is widely 
different from yours: and as theſe are my 
ſentiments, ſo my charity induces me to think the 
ſame of all the Petitioners. I dare fay, that many, 
if not all of them, have ſo great a regard for the 
ſtudy of the Scriptures, and are fo deeply con- 
vinced of the truth of Chriſtianity, that they 
would think themſelves happy with moderate in- 
comes, provided they could enjoy them with peace 
of conſcience. Be aſſured, Reverend Sir, that 
genuine Chriſtianity, and not the emoluments of 
the church, is the grand object of the Petitioners? 
lan. | | 
e In order to evade the argument which the Pe- 
tioners juſtly make uſe of, that no Society, great 
or ſmall, has any rightful authority to impoſe terms 
of Communion, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
did not impoſe z you obſerve, * that the preſent 
national church of England, as an independent 
lociety, thinks herſelf inveſted with a right of 
1udging for herſelf, as tothe terms and conditions, 
on which ſhe'ſhall form, or continue her own aſ- 
ſociation, allowing at the ſame time, that all 
gather communions, whether at home or abroad, 
have 
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have the ſame; right, and that even private Chril- 
tians are left at full liberty to quit their religious 
connections upon the ſame moderate plan.“ Anſw. 
When you talk of che church of England in this 
way, it is highly proper to fix the preciſe idea con- 
| by the expreſſion : the church of England 
hen. ſigmfies- that collection or company of lead- 
ing men, who were but few compared with the 
body of the people, who at, and quickly after the 
reformation ſettled - our Worſhip, Articles and 
Homilies, and got them eſtabliſhed by the legiſla- 
tures that theſe not only were fallible men, but 
in one of the Articles ſolemnly profeſs themſelves 
as well as others, all churches equally, all general 
councils equally fo to bez and that in another ar- 
ticle they expreſsly require all in their communion 
ta take the Scripture (and not themſelves) for the 
rule of their faith and gyaftice. As theſe few 
leading men had a right to judge for themſelves 
in religious matters; ſo all the members of this 
national church have equally the ſame right, and 
are fully juſtified by their expreſs declarations to 
be determined by ſcripture only, and to reject all 
forms of worſhip, articles or doctrines, impoſed 
by a confeſſedly fallible authority, that will not 
bear the teſt, when examined by the word of God. 
If by the church of England you underſtand the 
eſent members, of which it conſiſts, and really 
judge, that in general, they entertain the ſame 
ſentiments of religious matters that our firſt re- 
formers did, you are evidently miſtaken, as you 
yourſelf are an inſtance to the contrary by the 
conceſſions you -have made in this very Letter. 
Tis a notorious matter of fact, that great numbers 
of the moſt eminent members of this national! 
church have taken the liberty of judging in ſeveral 
reipedts very differently from our firſt reformers 4 
| an 
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and therefore tis abſolutely neceſſary that a be- 
ginning ſhould be 'made of reducing this judgment 
to practice, and of diſclaiming in deeds as well as 
words human authority in matters of religion. 

I now proceed, Reverend Sir, to examine your 
conceſſions extorted from you by the glaring evi- 
dence of truth. But before you mention particu- 
lars, you charge the Petitioners with pulling down 
a building, without erecting any other in its room. 
I am ſurprized, that you ſhould talk ar this rate, 
when they profeſſedly aim at erecting the glorious 
building of Chriſtianity upon the foundation of 
Scripture only, which alone is firm and laſting. 
You challenge us to produce a plan, or model of 
our own, a ſpecimen of a new Creed, a new Con- 
feſſion, a new Liturgy, and new Canons or Rules 
of Diſcipline, if we have any to produce. Tis 
very ealy to anſwer this challenge: with reſpect to 
the bulineſs of ſubſMption to the Thirty- nine Ar- 
ticles, be pleaſed to look into a late Pamphlet, 
entitled, Queries with regard to the Thirty-nine 
Articles; and there you will find expreſs proviſion 
made to ſupply the abolition of the Thirty: nine, 
Viz. a collection of texts taken out of the Old and 
New Teitament, which fully deſcribe the duty of 
miniſters of Chriſt, and which, if carefully read 
over and imprinted upon their hearts, would be of 
infinitely more ſervice to promote the ſalvation of 
ſouls, than all the Articles of human invention 
from the 4th to the 16th century, and which have 
anſwered no other purpoſe, as we have found by 
fatal experience, than that of uncharitable conten- 
tion, prevarication, violence, and perſecution. As 
for a new Creed, or new Confeſſion, we proteſt 
againſt new Creeds, and new Confeſſions, which 
you want to ſupport, and earneitly contend for the 
old and primitive Faich, expreſsly declared by 
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Chriſt and his Apoſtles. We are ſtrongly perfaaded, 
that the language of the holy penmen who preach- 
ed and wrote by the Spirit of God, is better cal- 
culated to ſet forth the chriſtian faith, than the lan- 
guage of contentious mortals, who lived ſeveral 
hundred years after the days of the Apoſtles, and 
invented ſeveral new expreſſions with a true party 
ſpirit to diſtreſs their adverſaries. As for a Li- 
turgy, we ſhould be glad, if all the forms of 
worſhip in the prefent Liturgy were reduced to 
the ſtandard of Scripture, as the far greater part 
of them is allowed to be agreeable to it, to which 
meaſure no rational Chriſtian can make any poſſible 
objection. With reſpect to Rules of Diſcipline for 
a Chriſttan ſociety, we have theſe ſettled by our 
Saviour himſelf, confirmed by the practice of the 
primitive Church ; ſee Matth. xviii. 1 Cor. v. and 
2 Theſſ. iii. 6. 14. Here, Sir, you are preſented 
with a glorious building, erected by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles in the room of one conſiſting of ſeveral * 
foreign materials and rubbiſh, which have taken 
off from the beauty, and weakened the ſtrength 
of the original edifice. Surely, Scripture Creeds, 
ſcripture forms of worſhip,, and ſcripture diſci- 
pline, muſt be deemed by all ſincere believers of 
revelation infinitely more valuable for the excel- 
lent purpote of Chriſtian edification, than unſcrip- 
tural Creeds, party forms of worſhip, and diſci- 
pline enforced by worldly penalties. 
Remarkable it is that you have furniſhed the 
Petitioning Clergy with a ſtrong argument in fa- 
vour of their cauſe, by the very repreſentation you 
have given of the Thirty-nine Articles. You al- 
low, That at the time of the Reformation, neither“ 
Romaniſts nor the Proteſtants underſtood the true 
nature of religious merit ; and therefore the Pa- 
piſt reaſoned . dangerouſly, and the Proteſtant 
| * weakly, 
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weakly, about it. In the next place, though the 
Proteſtants truly underſtood the general grounds. 
of juſtification before God, yet they expreſſed 
| thewielves ſo unhappily and fo incautiouſly, as to 
give ſome advantage to their adverſaries.” Does 
not this account neceſſarily imply ſomething wrong 
in the Articles; and therefore they ſhould not be 
ſubſcribed as exactly right and ſcriptural ? Again, 
you affirm that © the 17th Article, which contains 
ſome kind of inconliſtency with the whole body of 
the Common Prayer, together with the firſt Book 
of Homilies then extant, was owing to a mere 
accident of Peter Martyr's and Bucer's coming 
over to England, inſtead of Melancthon an Anti- 
Predeſtinarian, the perſon ſent for, but who could 
not come, this article being inſerted in deference 
to theſe learned foreigners, who were certainly 
Predeſtinarians,” Reverend Sir, can you poſſibly 
think it-reafonable, that a whole body of Chriſtian 
Divines ſhould be obliged to make a ſolemn pro- 
feſſion of an Article, which ſubſcription implies, 
in deference to two learned foreigners, who held 
impious and abſurd notions of the Almighty, and 
got theſe notions plainly and ſtrongly expreſſed in 
the 1;th article? a glorious foundat:on this for 
the ſubſcription of Chriſtian Divines! If this Ar- 
ticle be inconſiſtent with the whole body of the 
Common Prayer, can it be conſiſtent with common 
ſenſe to require ſubſcription to inconliſtencies ? 
Really, Sir, I don't ſee how you can poſſibly act 
a conſiſtent part, without joining heartily with the 
Petitioning Clergy to get ſuch inconſiſtencies re- 
moved, which by your own account muſt be very 
offenſive to rational and unprejudiced . Chriſtians, 
Whatever palliating excuſes you may allege, to 
take off from the odium of this horrid Article, 
the plain, literal and grammatical ſenſe of it ne- 

G 2 ceſſatily 


(-:46-3 


ceſſarily conveys this dreadful doctrine, that God 
| ſelected before the foundation of the world a cer- 
tain number of perſons called the elect to eternal 
ſalvation, and that all proper means will be em- 
ployed to ſecure the ſalvation of this peculiar 
number : the reprobation of all others is not in- 
deed mentioned, but then it neceſſarily follows 
from Predeſtination taken in its genuine ſenſe ; 
which ſenſe is confirmed by the ſecond paragraph, 
| where the ſentence of divine Predeſtination is ex- 
| preſsly allowed to be afitengine for the Deviltothruſt 
| men into deſperation, which ſhocking purpoſe 
| this article would not anſwer, unleſs taken in the 
| 


obvious ſenſe. Beſides, you grant that this arti- 
cle was drawn up at the requeſt of two foreign pro- 
feſſors, who were certainly Predeſiinarians, Whe- 
ther Cranmer, Ridley, Larimer, &c, were Pre- 
deſtinarians or not, I am not provided with ſuf- 
ficient premiſſes to determine: but from biſhop 
bf Burnet's account of church affairs during the reign 
of king Edward the Sixth, it ſeems probable that 
they were, as he expreſsly calls Predeſtination a 
received opinion at that time, and takes particular 
notice of the miſchiefs occaſioned by this doc- 
trine, which he looks vpon as the greatelt ſcandal 
of the Reformation. This may be conſidered as 
a preſumptive argument, that the leading men 
were Predeſtinariaus. 

As to the Athanaſian Creed, the ſhame and re- 
proach of all Proteſtant churches which receive it, 
you generoully comply with archbiſhop Tillotſon's 
with, profeſſed fo many years ago, that the whole 
was omitted, there being indeed nothing ſolid that 
can be ſaid for the retaining of it in the public ſer- 
vice of the church. It appears to me of little conſe- 
quence to enquire with what views this ſcholaſtic 
Creed was drawn up, who was the author, 

or 


- At A&A a / . EY 


= M 


Sal *. 


7 


or what was the time when firſt receiyed, as the 
language is unſcriptural, and the ſentiments con- 
veyed by it are directly contrary to the folemn 
determination of the ſacred - Writers, and the 
whole is enforced with the tremendous penalty of 
eternal damnation, in the - true party-ſpirit of 
Popiſh bigotry. I would juſt obſerve, that you 
miſtake the matter, when you take it for granted, 
that the Nicene Creed, as it ſtood originally at 
the Council of Nice, maintained the groſs Atha- 
naſian doctrine, there being nothing declared of 
the Holy Ghoſt but a ſimple profeſſion of faith in 
him, according to the ancient Creeds, withour 
any other addition ; neither indeed can it be faid 
at preſent, as enlarged by the Conſtantinopolitan 
Council, to imply the groſs Athanaſian doctrine, 
as ſet forth in the Athanaſian Creed, the unity of 
God being expreſsly referred to the Perſon of the 
Father Almighty in the firſt Article. As for 
the Litany, and ſome other parts of the Liturgy, 
which confeſſedly maintain or imply the Atha- 
naſian doctrine, I refer you to a collection of 
Scripture forms of worſhip, and earneſtls recom- 
mend to your ſerious conſideration a fair compa- 
riſon between them, and an honeſt profeſſion of 
your impartial judgment upon the review. [ 
humbly preſume, that party forms of worſhip 
ſhould be baniſhed from all Chriſtian ſocieties, 
and the plain and ſimple direftions of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles upon this important point, ſhould 
be uniformly purſued. Laſtly, you fairly allow, 
that the great principles both of natural and revealed 
religion, might have been expreſſed in a more meth6- 
dical manner, and with greater preciſion, than they 
are expreſſed in our preſent Thirty-nine Articles. 
Give me leave to explain the true meaning of 
this general declaration: There are ſeveral pro- 
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poſitions ig the Thirty-nine Articles abſolutely 
falſe, as being inconſiſtent with the fundamental 
principles of natural and revealed religion; as 
they certainly are, if taken in the known ſenſe of 
the compilers, and according to the grammatical 
conſtruction of the words. Such cautious and 

eneral declarations coming from churchmen of 
ki h dignity, imply more than can be directly 
interred from the words themſelves ; in which caſe 
I have a right to apply your own expoſtulatory 
addreſs to the Petitioner, who is the object of your 
Letter :—Be therefore explicit upon the ſubject of 
the Thirty-nine Articles, and give us your real 
ſentiments upon this controverted queſtion, cin. 
out equi vocation. Will you flill entrench yourſelf un- 
der the cover of general aſſertions, without explaining 
or particularizing any thing * If this latter be your 
aim, it will amount to the ſame thing, in the judement 
of all diſcerning perſons, as if you had confeſſed, that 
your ſentiments were of ſuch a ſort, as you did nit | 
wiſh to have diſcovered, even in this land of liberty : , 
(ſee p. 15.) Again, you fairly acknowledge, hat 
a better ſet of firſt leſſons might have been choſen out 
of the Old Teſtament, than the preſent are: That f 
fome uſeful abbreviations might be made in our Liturgy , 
end ſome expreſſions altered and amended. You ob— 
ſerve too, that every candid and impartial man will 
readily lend an helping hand, as far as his abilities 
extended, towards removing theſe few blemiſhes and 
imperfeftions, when a proper opportunity ſhould offer. 
Such conceſſions have been frequently made by 
churchmen; but all opportunities of beginning 
and accompliſhing the ſcheme propoſed, have 
been ſhamefully neglected. And when a ſcheme 
of this kind has been actually undertaken, can 
the authors of ſuch conceſſions conſiſtently em- pa 


ploy all their power and influence to (top the pro- 
gre!s 


C1 
greſs of it, and lend their helping-hand towards 
the continuance of an intolerable burden upon the 
conſciences of miniſters ? 

Bur in order to obviate this objection naturally 
ariſing from theſe conceſſions, you urge the vain pre- 
tence, that improving and deſtroying are very different 
things, and that to give any aſſiſtance to the preſent 
plan of the Petitioning Clergy, would be to help 
ferward a deſtruftive deſign. Reverend Sir, can you 
in carneſt believe, that to releaſe Clergymen from 
an obligation to ſubſcribe Articles, which you 
yourſelf are ſo far from defending, that you can- 
not help acknowledging ſomething wrong and 
inconſiſtent in them; and inſtead of ſuch Sub- 
ſcription, to ſubſtitute a ſolemn aſſent to the aw- 
ful declarations of Chriſt and his Apoſtles as a 
proper teſt of Clergymen's attachment to Chriſ- 
tianity z can you, | ſay, in earneſt believe, that 
ſuch a deſign has any tendency to deſtroy a church 
which is founded upon Scripture only? Can it 
be thought a deſtructive ſcheme to make an at- 
tempt to be diſcharged from giving a ſolemn 
aſſent to a Liturgy, which contains a Creed that 
you yourſelf wiſh to be removed from the public 
ſervice, Can a deſign be deemed deſtructive 
that really aims at the improvement of this na- 
tional church, and which would make it a praiſe 
in all the earth? 

However you deſerve commendation, Reverend 
Sir, for delivering your ſentiments ſo freely upon 
the caſe of young perſons matriculated in our 
univerſitics, and thoſe who take degrees. *Tis 
to be hoped, that the univerſities will redreſs 
this religious grievance, and not perſiſt in an 
error ſo apparently abſurd, and ſo make it neceſ- 
fary for the legiſlature to interpoſe. I read with 
particular fatista&tion your charity for our diſſent- 
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ing brethren, who ſeem to be in a fair way of 
being delivered from the burden of our Subiſcrip. 
tions, as you rightly expreſs it. Tis obſervable, 
that you call it a Burden, which implies ſome 
fort of hardſhip in the affair: whereas, if Sub- 


| ſcription was removed, and the expreſs declara- 


to give ſome teſt of their faith in Chriſt, and the 
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— 


tions of Scripture were ſubſtituted in its room, it 
would afford matter of comfort and joy to all 
fincere believers of Chriſtianity, to profeſs their 
belief of important truths, eſtubliſhed by ſolid 
evidence. 

You don't chuſe to deny the liberty of private 
judgment, ſo ſtrongly aſſerted in the printed Cir- 
cular Letter; but you triumphantly put a caſe, 
wherein liberty of private judgment muſt be re- 
ſtrained, and kept within proper bounds. Let 


the caſe be examined: You rightly obſerve, that 


the candidates for holy orders ſhould be obliged 


reaſons or grounds of their hope. You ſuppoſe 
ſome queſtions put to theſe candidates in writing, 
more or leſs, as every Chriſtian ſociety has a right 
to demand ſome account of their paſtor's faith, 
either in words or writing —So far we are uni 
formly agreed. As you are profeſſedly writing an 


ſome of the queſtions that are put to every priel 
in our office of ordination, viz. the ſecond, fourth, 
fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh; the anſwers to thele 

ueſtions ſeem to contain as ainple ſecurity for 
the faithful diſcharge of their office, as any Chril- 
tian church can deſire, or can be authorized to 
demand, as this important point is well ſtated by 
the worthy author of the Confeſſional. (See 
Confeſſ. p. 338—341, edit. iſt.) The declars 
tions here reterred to, are what no conſcientious 


miniſter would refuſe to make; and whoeve! 
| | perform 
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performs thus much of whatyheypromiſcs at his 
ordination, will. give little occatipm: o the church 
to bind him in any ſtricter obligatiog, I dare ſay. 
No conſcientious miniſter would refale to ſubſeribe 
his name to the declarations referred to, As 
therefore we are ſo far agreed, that candidates 
for holy orders ſhould be required by proper per- 
ſons to give an account of their faith,, I humbly 
preſume that the, queſtions . and-' the 
anſwers given, in our ordinatian-office already 
referred to, ſeem fully ſufficient to give Proteſt- 
ant governors of al denominations as ample ſecu- 
rity tor the diſcharge of the miniſterial office, as 
can realonably be demanded, There is then no 
fort. of occaſion for the ſuppoſition you make of 
a Berean's entering a proteſt againſt being ge- 
jected before he gives ju his anſwers. to the queſ- 
tions propoſed, as it ought to be taken for 
granted, that no rational elders will refuſe a can- 
.didate, who is ready to make or ſubſcribe: ſuch 
Scripture declarations, Neither is the other ſup- 
-polition at all neceſſary, of a proteſt againſt being 


turned out of the athce, upon account of any 


\ heterodax,@piniqns.; as no Chriſtian ſociety has a 


right to diimiſs à miniſter, from his office, who 


Profeſſes his beligt of the Scriptures, though he 
ſhould embrace opinions dermed heterodox, or 
ſhould change his . ſentiments. upon religious ſub- 
zects in conſequegce of a more careful examina» 
tion of holy Scripture, 1-1 
But if you ſhould inſiſt upon it, that the de- 
clarations referred to, are general and indeter- 
minate,, cccleſiaſtical governors have no evidence 
of this man's opinions; he may chink very dit- 
ferently from the church, When he comes to in- 
terpret the Scriptures : I anſwer, in the words of 
the Confeſſional, what evidence can you have « 
| | Ls tho 
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the opinions of him, who ſubſcribes to the Thinty- 
nine Articles? Do not the very champions of the 
church inſiſt, that the words of theſe Articles are 
general and indeterminate, and capable of diffe- 
rent ſenſes? | 

But give me leave, Sir, in my turn, to put a 
pertinent queſtion to you upon this point of Sub- 
ſcription: In what part of the New Teſtament is 
it written, that Chriſtian miniſters are required 
to give it under their hands, that Almighty God is 
a Being conſiſting of three co- equal perſons; that 
this conſubſtantial Being may juſtly inflict eternal 
torments upon his creatures upon account of a 
corruption of nature derived from Adam; that 
he has ſelected in an arbitrary way a particular 
number for ſalvation, and conſequently hath left 
all the reſt in a ſtate of reprobation ? If the go- 
vernors or elders of any particular ſociety of 
Chriſtians ſhould not be ſatisfied with theſe gene- 
ral declarations relating to the miniſterial office 
referred to above, and ſhould abſolutely inſiſt on 
a ſolemn aſſent to ſuch Articles as thoſe, without 
which a candidate for holy orders muſt be rejected; 
doubtleſs, in this caſe, the governors or elders 
are not juſtified in their proceedings by divine 
authority, as they may exclude from the ſacred 
office the moſt worthy s, who have all the 
qualifications preſcribed in the Scripture canons. 
And if the governors of this ſociety are tied dowti 
by the authority of the civil magiſtrate, ſo that 
they have no legal power to grant orders without 
a Subſcription to unſcriptural and irrational Arti- 
cles, which is the caſe of the governors of the 
church of England; from hence it follows, that 
the Petitioning Clergy act a right and Chriſtiah 
part in their application to the legiſlature to get 
ſuch an eccleſiaſtical grievance redreſſed: So that 
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in all views the cauſe, of which you are a profeſſed 
advocate, will not ſtand the teſt of an impartial exa- 
mination, and even is bad at bottom by your own 
account, extorted from you by the farce of truth. 

With reſpe&t to your concluſion, it has been 
already agreed, that either paſtors, or people, or 
both together, have a right to enquire into the 
religious ſentiments of a public teacher; for 
which purpoſe, I humbly preſume, the queſtions 
and anſwers in our office of ordination, referred 
to above, are fully ſufficient. Neither can it be 
deemed right in the governors of any fpciety of 
Chriſtians, either not to admit into the ſacred 
office a candidate, who is ready to make theſe 
declarations, much leſs to remove a miniſter from 
it, who acts in full agreement with them. The 
caſe you put of broaching dangerous and un- 
ſcriptural opinions, can hardly be ſuppoſed of 3 
Petitioning Clergyman, whoſe profeſſed principle 
it is to adhere to Scripture determinations in op- 
poſition to human decrees, ſeveral of which are 
more unſcriptural and dangerous than any which 
a ſincere Berean can poſſibly be thought to fall 
into by an impartial examination of Poly Scrip- 
ture. Lou ſhew an uncommon turn in aggra- 
vating matters. Let us ſuppoſe that a Petitioning 


Clergyman ſhould be fincerely perſuaded, that 


the governors of the church cannot be juſtified in 
removing him from his office upon account of his 
adherence. to Scripture doctrines in oppoſition ta 
the groſs doctrines of original fin, as ſtated in the 
Ninth, and predeſtination in the Seventeenth 
Article, how does he exerciſe his judgment, as 
a miniſter of Chriſt, on the ruin and deſtruction 
of the rights of private judgment of other men? 
How can you poſſibly think, that by this per- 


ſuaſion he commences in fact one of the moſt un- 
H 2 reaſonabię. 
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Really, Sir, it feems to ſhew a ſtrange head or 
heart to extract violence, and all the dreadful 
evils of perſecution, which. tyranny in the church 
implies, from an innocent adherence to- che ge- 
nouine ſenſe of Scripture, withaut the leaſt Raugde 
of mvading the rights: of other men, who can have 
no right, as Chriſtians, to remove a miniſter from 
his office, ho nos nn with Chriſtian 
declarations. 

With reſpect to your bade doubtleſs 
worldly penalties of all Kinds are highly improper 
in the buſineſs of religion, which is of a ſpiritual 
nature; and therefore I; have always looked upon 
that expreſſion in the Circular Letter as un- 
guarded, if applied to matters purely religious. 
Your grand argument ing favour of a peculiar 
penalty, viz. religning preferment in caſe of not 
performing the ſervice required by the Act of 
Uniformity, has been often urged. The late 
learned biſhop of Clogher was called upon by 
his adverſaries. to reſign} his: preferment, upon 
ſuppoſition that he was the author of the E flay on 
Spirit; and is is ſaid, that counſel was taken in 
order to diſpaſſeſs him. We all know, that there 
are ſevere. laws: and canons in being, and which 
ſeveral churchmen would be glad to fee put into 
rigorous execution. Tis 3 a favourable 
circumftance, that the ſtate is not diſpoſed to act 
in ſubſervience to the unreaſonable demands of 
ecclefiatics. The Act of : Uniformity, according 
to its . utmoſt. rigour, requires a punctual con- 
formity to every part of the Liturgy, without 
making the leaſt abatement of any kind. I 


according to the: ſtrict letter of the law, and ſa 


1 Whey __y got. perform the ſervice required * 
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reaſonable tyrants that ever exiſted in the church? 


believe there are few, very few Conformiſts, 
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ſtate in the ſtricteſt ſenſe; in which caſe you 
ſeem to wiſh, that the ſtate would employ: its 
power to drive all ſuch Nonconformiſts out of 
the church. But [ believe your influence is not 
ſo great as to prevail upon the ſtate to purſue 
this levere meaſure, which will affect ſo many 
worthy clergymen of this Proteſtant church. I 
ſhould imagine, by ſome moderate ſentiments: 
expreſſed: in your Letter, that you could not 
without ſome concern be inſtrumencal in depriving 
a clergyman of his benefice for not reading the 
Athanaſian Creed, which you yourſelf: wiſh to be 
omitted; or for not complying with the requeſt 
of a dying ſinner, who earneſtly defired the 
authoritative abſolution in the Office of the Vi-, 
ſitation of the Sick; or for the amiſſion, or 
alteration of the Burial Service, in the caſe of 
an habitual ſinner, who is. cut off in the midſt 
of notorious wickedneſs, In theſe cafes, and ſome 
others that might be mentioned, the ſervice is 
not performed according to law and Rubric; and- 
therefore, as you determine the matter, he-ſhould- 
forfeit his pay, whatever pains he might take to 
inſtruct the people committed to his charge in the 
genuine principles of revelation, enforce the 
practice of the duties with Goſpel motives, and 
however exemplary he might be in his lite and 
In order to render the cauſe of the Petitioning 
Clergy as odious as you can, you have put a ſort 
of witty and ſarcaſtic repteſentation of their deſigns 
into the mouth of ſome penetrating man, founded 
chiefly upon this declaration, that penalties, and 
not Subſcriptions, conſtitute the proper ſanttion of 4 
law; which indeed ſtrictly holds good in affairs of 
a civil nature, but is improperly applied in matters 
of religion. Part of this witry repreſentation falls: 


upon 


** 
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upon your own head, as it has already appeared 
by your own account of ſome of the Articles, 
that Subſcription to them cannot be right, cannot 
be juſtified by the principles. of common ſenſe 
and equity. In whatever light the buſineſs of 
Subſcription be viewed, tis an intolerable burden 
upon the conſciences of thoſe who take pains in 
the ſtudy of the Scriptures; it continues à fad 
reproach upon this national church; it can anſwer 
no good purpoſe to the ftate, which can receive 
no poſſible benefit by obliging miniſters ta ſub- 
ſcribe Articles of human invention, and which 
are not cordially afſented to; and thereby pre- 
varication and hypocriſy are encouraged, which 
mult neceſſarily obſtruct the labours of miniſters, 
as ſuch proceedings cannot be intitied to the 
favour and bleſſing of Almighty God. 

On the other hand, you pretend to foreſee 
the fatal conſequences, which wauld attend the 
plan of the Petitioning Clergy. All the ſuppoſed 
inconveniences and miſchiefs, which you have ſer 
off in ſuch ſtriking colours, (p. 75, 76.) are mere 
imagination : ſuch ſentiments were. urged above 
two hundred years ago by the Popiſh party, to 
obſtruct the Reformation. By your ſituation in 
life you ought to know, or if it has eſcaped you, 
to be informed, that within theſe twenty years 
there have appeared, in conſequence of The Free 
and Candid Diſquiſitions, ſeveral reformed Liturgies, 
to which no rational miniſter can make any ma- 
terial objection, and which of courſe would be 
uniformly read, without introducing that con- 
fuſion, of which you are apprehenſive. Be pleaſed 
to tell us, how a rational Scripture Liturgy can 
poſſibly have any tendency to inflame the paſſions 
and prejudices of mankind, or induce them to do 


what miſchiefs they pleaſe; how the ſerious and 


rational 
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rational part of our congregations could be ſore) 
hurt and ſcandalized by the omiſſion of eſtabliſhed 

abſurdities, and the uſe of rational forms. Such 
à ſcheme would be ſo far from proving the means 
of variety of ſecis and furious fat7ions, that it would 
in all probability leſſen the number of the preſent 
ſes, and unite in the bonds of one communion 
men of diffetent ways of thinking. When yon 
talk of prieſt againſt prieſt, pariſs againſt pariſh, 
or one part of the pariſhioners againſt another, you 
are confuted by the experience of many years, 
as we find as much difference of ſentiments ſub- 
ſiting at this time, without any ſort of Civil 
diſturbance, as can poſſibly be ſuppoſed, if the 
plan of the Petitioning Clergy took place. As 
tor the indifferent, the irreligious, and the profane, 
who, you imagine, would make ſport of all; 
you little reflect that the preſent ſtate of church 
matters affords real grounds for fuch a behaviour, 
But I forbear entering into particulars ; you may 
ealily diſcern, that eftabliſhed abſurdities in a 
country where religious hberty prevails, afford 
too juſt an occaſion for profane mockers to expoſe 
them, and the ſupporters of the outward pro- 
feſſion of them, co ſcorn and ridicule, I am 
really ſurprized, reverend Sir, that you who ſhew 
a more liberal ſpirit in ſeveral reſpects than zealous 
churchmen uſually do, ſhould pretend to talk of 
the boaſted church of England becoming the 
ſcandal, inſtead of continuing the glory and bul- 
wark of the Proteſtant religion, if Subſcription 
to human Articles, ſome of which you yourſelf 
cannot defend, was removed, and the Scriptures 
were made in deeds as well as words the only rule 
of faith and practice; if the Liturgy was reduced 
nearer to the ſtandard of Scripture, offenſive paſ- 


ſages were expunged, and the forms rendered 


6. more 
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moe rational and more conſonant” to the genuine 

principles of Chriſtianity, I am perſuaded, that 
loch a ſcheme, which in ſome meaſure you have 
adopted yourſelf in this very Letter, would re- 
dound to the immortal honour of this Proteſtant 
church, as ic would probably induce other Pro- 
teſtant churches to review their preſent ſettlement, 
and reform what is amiſs in their reſpective con- 
ſtitutions; which would prove an excellent means, 
by the bleſſing of Providence, of haſtening thar 
glorious time, when, as we are aſſured by Scrip- 
ture prophecy, all the kingdoms of the earth ſhall 

become the kingdoms of God and of his Chriſt. 
Tou are very unfortunate in your laſt imagioary 
"apprehenſion, viz., that an. increaſe of Popery 
would be the conſequence of the Petitioners? plan 
whereas on the cpntrary all real Papiſts, and thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of the ttue ſpirit of Popery, 
dread nothing ſo much as rational religion, which 
is calculated to remove Proteſtants till farther 
from groſs abſurdities and corruptioosz and con- 
ſequently, the plan of the Petitioning Clergy is 
the moſt effectual method to prevent the growth 
of Popery, which receives one main ſupport from 
the errors ſtüll remaining among ; Proteſtants. 
More particularly, if you are acquaimed with the 
Popiſh controverſy, you muſt know, that when 
the learned Romaniſts are preſſed with the glar- 
ing abſurdities and contradictions of tranſubſtan- 
tiation, they 3 have recourſe to the 
apparent abſurdities of a celebrated doctrine, 
vx. Athanaſiàn, ſtill exiſting in moſt Proteſtant 
churches, and endeavour to ſhew, that the one, 
upon the tooting of reaſon, is as abſurd as the 
other; and therefore reaſon mult be abſoluiely 
diſcarded, when matters of revelation are the 
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Upon the whole, the greater part of Proteſtant 
churches will never ſtand upon a folid foun- 
dation, till che Bible, and the Bible only, as the 
immortal Chillingworth obſerved above an hun- 
dred years ago, be really the religion of Pro- 
teſtants as well as outwardly profeſſed to be ſo; 
till their Creeds, Articles, and forms of worſhip 
be reduced to the plain ſimplicity of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, And as you have made ſeveral con- 
ceſſions tending to another Reformation, tis to be 
hoped that you will employ ydur power and 
influence to accompliſh ſo good a work; in which 
you will have the hearty wiſhes of all rational 
Chriſtians, and of none more than thoſe of, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your ſincere and 


Moſt humble ſervant, 


A PETITIONING MEMBER, 


92 


* 
k 
e . 
/ 
? p FA 
* 
wWw YT 2 
dis 4 * . 
, 4 7. . 2 
5 * 2 4 A , 
* * 71 * * 5 
— 1 N \ 
3 * 
i * pu 
* k 
— 
* 
. * 
4 . 
- * 
* 
* - 
* . * py 


* 


— — - — — - - — — — — —— — — — - — ” - — — 


: - 
Cee Ae Eee EEE ee eee ee eee eee eee 


